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1 Purpose of report 

1.1 At the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee meeting of 8 
February 2011, a decision was taken with respect to agenda item Edinburgh 
Tram: Shandwick Place and West End Junction Review, calling for a report on 
Air Quality issues to be presented to a future Tram Sub-Committee. 
This report responds to that decision.   
 

2 Main report 
 

2.1 The City of Edinburgh Council is responsible for the monitoring, assessment 
and management of Local Air Quality, having regard to the UK Government’s 
National Air Quality Strategy and obligations placed upon it by the Environment 
Act 1995 and the relevant EU Air Quality Directives.  

 
2.2 The Council has been meeting these obligations since the inception of the 

legislation, which requires full adherence to the policy & technical guidance and 
direction issued to Local Authorities by DEFRA, for Local Air Quality 
Management purposes.  

 
2.3 Each calendar year, all Scottish Local Authorities are required to submit their 

air quality monitoring data and findings to the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, for scrutiny and - if accepted - 
formal ratification.   

 
2.4 To date, all City of Edinburgh Council air quality monitoring data and 

associated findings have been accepted and formally ratified by both bodies.  
The data and related findings are reported to the Council, following ratification, 
cyclically in the form of an Updating & Screening Assessment, a Progress 
Report or a Detailed Assessment.  

 
2.5 These 3-year reporting cycles form the basis for the determination and 

declaration of the city’s Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and the 
formulation of the Council’s Air Quality Action Plans (AQAPs). 
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2.6 Following the re-routing of traffic due to the closure of Shandwick Place 
concerns have been raised by the Moray Feu Residents’ Association (RA) 
regarding the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) in the vicinity of Great Stuart 
Street.  In response to these concerns, additional air quality monitoring has 
been carried out in the area since July 2009.  

 
2.7 An analysis of air quality data for the area collected over a six month period 

was presented to TIE Committee on 23 November 2010. This data was 
annualised using standard methodology, and the resultant nitrogen dioxide 
levels were shown to be within EU limits.  Since then, a full twelve months of 
data has been collected, and analysis shows that levels of nitrogen dioxide 
remain within EU limits.     

 
2.8 During the past year concerns have been articulated by the Moray Feu 
 Residents’ Association (RA) regarding the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 
 prevailing in the vicinity of Gt. Stuart Street.  The Residents Association claim 
 that the Council’s assessment methodology is flawed, and as a result, actual 
 concentrations of nitrogen dioxide in the location are higher than reported, and 
 are effectively in breach the EU Limit Value Annual Mean (i.e. 40 ug/m3)  

 
2.9 The Moray Feu RA also suggest that a consequence of higher-than-reported 

levels of air pollution in the area is directly causing an alleged increase in 
health impacts amongst local inhabitants.  

 
2.10 In an effort to facilitate an open and effective evaluation of the disputed issues,  

3 experts in the fields of air quality and health impact assessment have been 
invited to attend the sub-committee meeting and present their conclusions on 
the evaluation of the available data. 

 
2.11 Professor Duncan Laxen is an internationally recognised practitioner and 

scientific expert in the field of local air quality monitoring and assessment.  
Professor Laxen was a principle scientific adviser to DEFRA on matters of local 
air quality and was responsible for much of the policy and technical framework 
underpinning the UK’s National Air Quality Strategy, including the 
responsibilities of Local Authorities.    

 
2.12 Professor Laxen has taken full cognisance of the Moray Feu RA’s concerns, 

and he has also considered the City of Edinburgh Council’s methodologies in 
assessing levels of nitrogen dioxide in the vicinity of Great Stuart Street.  He 
will present his findings on the disputed matters to committee members and 
others in attendance.   

 
2.13 Dr Richard Othieno is a Consultant in Public Health Medicine & Health 

Protection with NHS Lothian.  Dr Othieno has investigated health statistics for 
the population in the study area in order to establish if there are any health 
impacts arising from the re-routing of traffic.  He will describe his findings to 
committee in a presentation entitled ‘Health Impacts of Traffic Diversion on 
Randolph Crescent’ 

 
2.14 Dr Mathew Heal is a Senior Lecturer in Environmental Chemistry in the School 

of Chemistry at the University of Edinburgh.  Dr Heal is unable to attend the 
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sub-committee, however he has submitted a statement for consideration 
reference concerns raised by the Moray Feu RA about the possibility of 
heightened concentrations of nitrogen dioxide occurring in basement level 
properties.   

 
 
3 Financial Implications 
 
3.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report 
 

 
4 Environmental Impact 

 
4.1 The report updates on air quality monitoring within the Great Stuart Street area.

  
 

5 Recommendations 
 
The Tram Sub-Committee is recommended to: 
 
a)  note that experts in the field have been heard. 
 
b)   invite the Sub-Committee to make recommendations to the TIE 

 Committee 
  

 
 

Mark Turley
Director of Services for Communities

  

Appendices N/A 
  

Contact/tel/Email Susan Mooney - Head of Service 
529 7587 
Susan.mooney@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
Gavin Martin - Environmental Assessment Manager 
469 5688 
Gavin.martin@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 

Wards affected City Centre 
  
Single Outcome 
Agreement 

Outcome 12 – We value and enjoy our built and natural environment 
and protect it and enhance it for future generations. 

  

Background 
Papers 
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